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I am responsible, as a childminder, at Rachel Neilson Childcare to ensure the safety 

and welfare of all the children in my care in line with the procedures laid out by my 

local Safeguarding Children's Board which are the West Yorkshire Safeguarding 

Consortium Inter-agency Safeguarding Procedures.   These policies can be accessed 

by logging on to:   www.proceduresonline.com/westyorkscb. 

 

(The Safeguarding Children Board is responsible for producing Safeguarding Children 

Procedures based on national guidelines set out in Working Together to Safeguard 

Children (Dept. of Education & Skills). It monitors the effectiveness of the 

Procedures systematically and amends them as it becomes necessary.) 

 

We have received training on Safeguarding Children (Child Protection) and are aware 

of the signs and symptoms of child abuse, physical, emotional and sexual, and those of 

neglect.   We will refresh this training annually and our safeguarding training will be 

fully refreshed every 2 years. 

 

If I have reason to believe that any child in my care is being abused in any way I will 

report the matter to the Duty Social Worker for Social Services, Child protection 

Team.   Under these circumstances I will not be able to keep information relating to 

your child confidential, but will need to share it with OFSTED, Social Services and 

the Police if requested. 

 

Please see my Allegations of Abuse Against a Childminder or person living on my 

premises Policy regarding how I protect myself and my family from allegations being 

made against us. 

 

As a childminder, I take lead responsibility for safeguarding children in the setting 

and I am responsible for liaising with my local statutory children's services agency, 

and the LSCB.   I am the designated officer for safeguarding in my setting. 

 

As I work with assistants, I ensure that they are fully aware of my Safeguarding 

Children Policy and procedures,  ensure that they have up to date knowledge of 

safeguarding issues, and have the relevant safeguarding training.   Any assistant will 

be required to follow a policy on staff behaviour.   This includes confirming that they 

are frequently compliant with the Disclosure and Barring service guidelines and they 

must confirm to myself at regular intervals that they are still compliant with its 

terms and not barred from working with children or young people by association. 

http://www.proceduresonline.com/westyorkscb
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I also ensure they are fully aware of the signs of possible abuse and neglect and 

notice these at the earliest opportunity, and respond in a timely and appropriate way.  

 

These may include:  

 

 Peer on peer abuse 

 Significant changes in children's behaviour 

 Signs of female genital mutilation 

 Deterioration in children's general well-being 

 Unexplained bruising, marks or signs of possible abuse or neglect 

 Children's comments which give cause for concern 

 

Any reasons to suspect neglect or abuse outside the setting, for example in the 

child's home; and/or Inappropriate behaviour displayed by other members of staff, 

or any other person working with the children. For example, inappropriate sexual 

comments,  excessive one-to-one attention beyond the requirements of their usual 

role and responsibilities, or inappropriate sharing of images.  

 

I will inform OFSTED of any allegations of serious harm or abuse by any person living, 

working, or looking after children at the premises (whether the allegations relate to 

harm or abuse committed on the premises or elsewhere). I will also notify OFSTED of 

the action taken in respect of the allegations.   Abuse and neglect are forms of 

maltreatment; a person may abuse or neglect a child by inflicting harm, or by failing 

to act to prevent harm. 

 

There are four main types of abuse 

 

 Physical abuse 

 Emotional abuse 

 Sexual abuse 

 Neglect 
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PHYSICAL ABUSE 

 

Possible signs of physical abuse are: 

 

 Unexplained bruising, marks or injuries on any part of the body 

 Multiple bruises- in clusters, often on the upper arm or outside of the thigh 

 Cigarette burns, or any burns which look like the clear shape of an object on 

any part of the body. 

 Broken bones/fractures 

 Scalds  

Changes in behaviour that can also be indicators of physical abuse are; 

 Child fears their parents may be asked for an explanation of injury 

 Aggressive behaviour or temper outbursts 

 Flinching when approached or touched 

 Reluctance to get changed  

 Withdrawn behaviour 

 

EMOTIONAL ABUSE 

 

Emotional abuse can be difficult to detect, as there are often no obvious signs, 

however this can be extremely damaging to the child and has long lasting effects in 

life. 

 

Changes in behaviour that may indicate emotional abuse are; 

 

 Being unable to play 

 Fear of making mistakes 

 Sudden speech disorders 

 Self- harm 

 Fear of their parent being approached regarding their behaviour 

Developmental delay in terms of emotional progress 

 

SEXUAL ABUSE 

 

Physical signs of sexual abuse include; 

 Pain or itching in the genital area 

 Bruising or bleeding near the genital area 
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 Sexually transmitted disease 

 Vaginal discharge or infection 

 Stomach pains 

 Discomfort when walking or sitting down 

 Pregnancy 

 

Changes in behaviour that can indicate sexual abuse are; 

 Being withdrawn 

 Nightmares, fear of going to bed 

 Inappropriate behaviour toward others e.g touching or sexual acts 

 Acting out with toys or others, what is being done to them 

 

NEGLECT 

 

Neglect can be difficult to recognise, but also can have long lasting detrimental 

effects on children.   Possible signs of neglect are; 

 

 Constant hunger, sometimes stealing food from others  

 Constantly dirty and bad odour 

 Loss of weight or being persistently underweight, despite eating well when 

offered food in setting 

 Inappropriate clothes for the conditions 

 

Further information about signs of abuse and neglect are available on 

www.stopitnow.org.uk  

 

As a setting we are familiar with the PREVENT DUTY 2015. 

 

As from the 1st of July 2015 all schools and childcare providers must have due 

regard to the need to prevent people being drawn into terrorism. 

As an Ofsted registered childminder I have a duty to ensure the safety of all the 

children in my care and be alert to any safeguarding issues with their at home or 

elsewhere.    This includes being aware of any issues of radicalisation and extremism 

and children being drawn into terrorism.   We will be respectful of peoples diversity 

and beliefs, within this I feel it is also important to champion British values and the 

fantastic freedoms and opportunities we can share as British citizens. 

Including:- our rules and boundaries, our democracy, our justice system and our 

rights as British citizens.  

http://www.stopitnow.org.uk/
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I will be vigilant when children are on the Internet to ensure they are not accessing 

any extremist material by always monitoring them whilst they are online. 

I will listen to Children and look for any possible signs that any radicalisation or 

extremism is being enforced on any child whether at home or elsewhere.   If any 

disclosure's are made I will follow my relevant child disclosure safeguarding 

procedures. 

 

ABUSERS 

People who want to abuse children, often try to build a relationship with the child and 

the caring adults who want to protect them.   Many are good at making ‘friends’ with 

children and those who are close to them.   Abusers may try to find places where 

children are, without seeming to be dangerous such as parks, playgrounds, arcades, 

swimming pools and around schools. 

People who abuse children may offer them a combination of gifts and treats or 

threats about what will happen if the child says ‘no’ or tells someone.   They may make 

the child feel afraid of being hurt, but usually the threat is more about what will 

happen if they tell e.g; the family will break up or someone will go to prison.   In order 

to keep the abuse secret, the abuser will play on the child’s fear, embarrassment or 

guilt about what is happening, trying to convince them that no one will believe them. 

Sometimes the abuser will make the child believe that he or she is enjoying it and 

wanted it to happen and is responsible for the abuse that is happening. 

 

Peer on peer abuse:- 

We recognise that children and young people are capable of abusing their peers. peer 

on peer abuse relates to situations such as sexual exploitation, gang violence, financial 

abuse, coercive control, and exploitative relationships.   We want our children to feel 

safe here and as part of our commitment to keep them safe, we regularly observe 

children's interactions and aim to be approachable so that they will speak to us if 

they are concerned about any aspect of their relationships with others.   Parents 

know they can contact us at any mutually convenient time to discuss concerns children 

might raise at home. 

 

These notifications will be made as soon as is reasonably practicable, but at the 

latest within 14 days of the allegations being made. 

 

To protect the children in my care I have a policy of no activated mobile phones in my 

work rooms other than the phone I use for my business and emergencies.   Any 
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visitors will be asked to switch off their mobile phones and place them in a box on the 

shelf by my front door for the duration of the visit. 

 

Whilst your child is in my care I will utilise digital cameras and mobile technology 

which includes, but is not limited to, mobile phones, tablet devices and other forms of 

electronic storage, these devices will be used to store digital photographs and other 

electronic data, whilst using these devices within and outside of my setting I will 

follow these guidelines: 

 

I will seek your permission to allow a camera, mobile phone or other digital device to 

take and store photographs for record keeping or display purposes. 

 

If using a camera, mobile phone or other digital device to take photographs of your 

child, the photographs will be used for daily diaries, observations, or from time to 

time advertising purposes, the photographs will then be removed from the devices. 

 

I will not distribute or publish any images of your child without your consent. 

 

I will always be able to justify to OFSTED the reason for taking the photographs. 

 

I will always ensure children are appropriately dressed. 

 

I am registered with the Information Commissioners Office - the Data Protection 

Act. 

 

I am aware that children need to be kept safe online and children will always be fully 

supervised when online at our setting and will use a child safe online search engine 

such as kiddle from google so that children will not be allowed to access unsuitable 

sites and we will talk to the children appropriate to their age about staying safe 

online. 

 

Useful Telephone Numbers: 

 

Social Care direct: 03458 503503 

Police Station: 01924 292750 

LADO: 01924 302155 

OFSTED: 0300 123 123 1 


